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The following article appeared in the Newcastle Herald sometime
this year. With our Centenary just around the corner and working towards
this big event this article has hit a nerve with me.

Historic country town has some ghost-town appeal
Once a thriving service centre on the plains of The Bland country at
the western edge of the Weddin Shire, the little village of Quandialla is in
danger of losing its fight for survival.
Locals say it will not be long before it’s nothing more than a ghost
town, a victim of changing times and fortunes.
But, for now, Quandialla lives on and it is not without rustic charm.
Founded in 1914, it was a product of the coming of the railway.
“Quandi” is 46 kilometres from Grenfell and 65 kilometres from Young.
The Weddin Mountains are a short drive away.
Quandialla hit its commercial peak in the 1950s, a time when the
town had three stores, three stock and station agents, three motor
garages, a police station and courthouse, a cinema, hotel, convent school
and saleyard.
Today with most of the 1950s farms now depopulated and
aggregated into large corporate holdings worked by contractors,
Quandialla is reduced to one store, a hotel, bowling club and central school
with a tenuous enrolment of about 40 pupils.
Visit before it is too late.
This article appears to be a piece for tourism and that’s great but I still took
exception to it on various points, yes the author did state the facts
correctly but I strongly object to the backhand remarks of “ghost town”,
“losing the fight for survival” and especially “visit before it is too late”.

They say there is no such thing as bad publicity and rustic would be a good
description, so thank you to the author. I would also like to thank her
because this article has made me stop and think that it is up to us and no
one else to see that Quandialla does not slip any closer to this predicted
ghost town scenario. We need to continue to work together as we have in
the past and support the village that was and still is the centre of the
district. Also we need to support all those little organisations/groups that
keep things ticking over and make’s Quandialla a great place to farm and
raise a family. Just think, if Quandi does disappear there would be no more
nicking into town or down the street so you can buy milk, bread, stamps or
have a beer, go for a swim, have your blood pressure taken, play bowls, get
chemicals, buy petrol, go to church, attend school functions, socialise with
friends, I could go on. I know times have changed but that doesn’t mean
that we should let our heritage and Quandialla slip away. I apologise if you
think I have over stepped the mark with my thoughts on this matter but I
do feel especially now that we are preparing for our Centenary this article
could be a wakeup call, as the saying goes “let’s use it before we lose it”.
Our district is a great place to live and raise a family, the advantages of
country life far outweigh the disadvantages, and I am very proud to say
Quandialla is my home.

THE FUTURE – CENTENARY NEWS
SHIRE MAPS: At our last meeting we discussed maps that pertain to our
district and where we might be able to source them. It was also mentioned
that there could be lots of farmers etc. who over the years have collected
maps of the area and have them stored on top of the cupboard. So this is
where our little newsletter jumps into action. Do you have any maps that
you have collected or ones that Dad passed down to you for safe keeping?
Would you loan them to the Centenary Group to assist us in trying to
collate a record of the various owners of properties down through the
years. If you can help please contact Robert Reeves, Marlene Taylor or Sue
Priestley.

NOW
DON’T FORGET to vote this Saturday for the election of councillors in your
shire. Hopefully we can get a balance of representatives that remember
there are residents outside Grenfell. (whoops I’m on my high horse again).
HELLO from Murray & Bev Anderson to I.C. readers. They have reported
in to friends that they are taking things easy, enjoying sunny weather and
the fishing has been good. They are on holiday on the coast for another
couple of weeks, some folk have the life.
MY FIRST BLOW FLY for the season - This item is more of a dare that I
would report it and name names - it also brings back memories of the hot
weather that is heading our way. Kathy Smith was hanging off the Post
Office door while gas bagging to me and she let the first blow fly through
the door. Things are really slow if a blow fly is filling space on the NOW
page.
CELEBRATE LIFE: A local Lady has come up with this Idea.
She has invited everyone to join her to Celebrate Life by gathering at the
Bland Hotel on Friday evening 7th September (to-night) at 6.30 – 7pm for
dinner or drinks. Everyone everywhere has had to overcome obstacles big
or small sometime in their life and this is a good time to pat yourself or
someone else on the back and say well done or just have a meal or drinks
with friends. John and I will be there, hope to see you.
BLAND HOTEL “The place to go for a cold beer and a great meal”
Counter lunches and Evening meals are available 6 days a week with 6
beers on tap what more could you ask for. Dan even has comfy chairs and
tables for us old folks to sit at while enjoying the friendly atmosphere.
Friday night raffle - 2 meat trays, 1x$20 bistro voucher and a chance at
the poker draw (only 2 cards left on the board) Got to be there for a
chance to win.

BLAST FROM THE PAST

Extracts from IDLE CHATTER

NO: 13
CONGRATULATIONS
Thurs: July 19th 1956
Congratulations to Kathleen Rae on reaching her Twenty First birthday, and
by way of the bush telegraph comes the news of her engagement to David
Harris. This I am sure calls for a special Cheerio and every good wish from
myself and I hope, every reader of I.C. I am on your side Kathy and I feel
duty bound to warn you that Dave is the type who puts dead snakes and
rusty rat traps in bags of wool that are for sale. So --------watch him.
This same day in 1956
Extract from IDLE CHATTER NO. 20
Thurs: Sept 6th 1956
Sponsored by Clarrie Wilson’s Frock Salon of Temora, a Spring mannequin
parade was presented to the Quandialla folk last Wednesday night. Mrs
Dodds of Grenfell supplied the music for a dance which followed the parade
and needless to say an excellent supper was also served. There was a lovely
floral setting for the parade which was proceeded by a pianoforte solo by
Miss Faye Keir. Mrs S Ward then proceeded to supply the music throughout
the parade. Mr Wilson brought along with him, two young ladies one to act
as the compere and the other as a model. During intervals in the parade
Miss Geraldine Mainwaring sang with her usual charm and a novelty ballet
tap dance was performed by Denise Goode of Grenfell. The young ladies
who modelled the various articles were Amy Troth, Norma Penfold,
Dorothy Dixon, Beverly Russell, Dorothy Penfold, Marie Penfold, Ruth
Armitage and Patty Kelly. The more matronly gowns etc were modelled by
Mesdames E Hunter, B Troy, V Penfold and V Perkins while the children
who took part in the parade were Ann Reeves, Cheryl Hazell and the
Perkins twins. It was a well attended affair and included visitors from
Caragabal and Bribbaree. The audience was very nicely thanked by Mrs S
Ward for their patronage. The financial result is not known as yet.

Cheers for another week
Sue Priestley

