
IDLE CHATTER Mark ll 
Newsletter No: 5             Thursday 30th August 2012 
  This newsletter is an initiative of the Quandialla Centenary Committee 

                     Sponsored by Quandialla Bowling Club 
 
A Name for our Newsletter: All the names that have been suggested to me 
over the past few weeks were tabled last night at our Centenary meeting. I 
went prepared with my thoughts on the matter all written down very 
neatly, ready to say my piece and was hoping everyone would agree with 
me. Thankfully I didn’t have to throw a tantrum to get my point across, as 
the feeling of the meeting was the same as mine and it seems many in the 
community. So I won’t report on who said what but I will give you my spiel 
that I had all prepared. (I worked very hard on it I even practised crying in 
case I needed to) 
  I called our little newsletter Idle Chatter Mark ll because at the time 
I couldn’t think of a name off the top of my head that would be suitable, so 
I borrowed from Mr Mitchell. When the suggestions started to roll in I 
must admit that as an avid collector of echidnas I was leaning towards 
something with the word “Echidna” in it, and I was a little worried what 
people would think about me pinching the name from the earlier edition. 

BUT over the past 5 weeks I have reconsidered. All the names that 
have been suggested are in their own right very good, any one of them 
would be suitable but the name Idle Chatter Mark ll just feels so right. 
Going back in time while reading the first Idle Chatters, I realised what a 
wonderful job Mr Mitchell had done keeping everyone up to date with 
what was happening around the district. Whether it was a serious article or 
tongue in cheek item the name suited his newsletter. 

I feel that Mr Mitchell would approve with what we are doing and 
possibly a little chuffed to think that Idle Chatter was in print again, the 
concept for both newsletters is still the same, to let everyone in our district 
know what is happening around us and I hope you all agree with me. 
       Therefore I would really like our name to stay “Idle Chatter Mark ll” 
                   A show of hands was taken and it is now official. 

THE FUTURE – CENTENARY NEWS 
 
Centenary Meeting Report: 

A very good meeting was held last night. I came away feeling that 
we are actually making progress. Previously I had been worried that we 
might be aspiring to too much for our small committee but everything is 
starting to fall into place. Now we just have to polish our ideas and we are 
going to have a grand centenary. 

Cobb & Co booked. Train tentatively booked, confirmation to be 
made at a later date. Our web page is 90% ready, the web page girls will be 
putting the finishing touches to it over the next few weeks.  There will be 
an Art Exhibition which Lynell Reeves and helpers will be co-ordinating. 
Every centenary/festival must have a parade and ours will be held 
sometime on Sunday along with static displays of our history, stalls etc. A 
dance will be held on Saturday evening for you and your visitors to enjoy. 
We are working on the legalities to see if we can screen all of or parts of 
1915 starring local residents. Judy McAlister and helpers will be working on 
a centenary quilt and Judy is working on the artwork for a Quandialla Tea 
Towel. 

There is a vision for a Fettlers & Settlers Wall to be constructed in 
Blamey Park and of course our History Book. We will be holding some 
meetings in October where we will be gathering information etc. but more 
information on this at a later date.  
 Plus Marlene Taylor is working her fingers to the bone filling in 
grant paperwork – we hope to get some financial assistance to help with 
costs. 

 I have only just given you the outline of our ideas today. Over the 
following newsletters I will do an article on each of our proposed plans and 
hopefully explain what we are up to. 
 
Please Note: Our Committee is made up of the Hall/Progress Executive and 
members of the community who are interested in this project. So that 
means anyone can join our group at any time. If you see something that 
you would be interested in helping with please speak up, we cannot have 
too many workers. 



NOW 
 
Beware another Scam: One very lucky resident has won a bundle, he 
shared his news with me last week. He received an email/text (not sure 
which) on his mobile, saying his mobile number had won $720,000.00 he 
only had to blaa blaa to receive his windfall. Yes that is correct I double 
checked all those noughts. How far will people go to entice money from 
you? Thankfully this resident was on the ball and didn’t go any further with 
this message but there are a lot of innocent people out there that think 
they have won the lottery and get caught. So the moral of this little tale is 
“beware of all things that sound too good to be true”.  
P.S. I offered to help him spend his loot but he just laughed.  
 
Quandialla Swimming Pool: An Annual/General meeting for the 
Quandialla Swimming Pool will be held on Wednesday 5th September, 
7.30pm at the Bland Hotel.  All Welcome  
                      Please come and Support your Local Pool 
 
Get Well Wishes: Maureen Dixon is in Canberra Hospital (my word what 
this lady will do to get to Canberra for some shopping) however before she 
can do that she needs to get well again. All your friends at Quandi wish you 
a very speedy recovery and all our best wishes are flying your way. 
 
Misread: It has been brought to my attention that a few readers (and I use 
the word few loosely) have glanced at a certain item on Week 3 Blast from 
the Past page and have had poor Dan sold up fifteen times, he looks like he 
has lost a little bit more hair over this matter and he is still growling at me 
so please, pretty please read the whole #%**+! page. The back page of this 
newsletter is The Blast from the Past meaning OLD news. No names will be 
mentioned. 
 
Quandialla Bowling Club: Join us on Friday evenings for the Friday Night 
Jackpot Draw, this week $1200.00 (must be financial member & present 
to win) plus the Meat Raffle. Everyone has a chance, 10 trays on offer. 
 

BLAST FROM THE PAST    Extracts from IDLE CHATTER 

NO: 9   NEW HOSPITAL    Thurs. June 21st 1956 
A well attended meeting of the Hospital Auxiliary was held last 

Saturday and really got to work with plans for the raising of the necessary 
funds required for this worthy project. Building plans are being prepared 
and official approval is expected in our near future. A ball has been 
arranged for the 10th August with many novelties and surprises, particulars 
about which will be given in a later issue. However, a street stall is being 
held on July 7th to help defray the costs of the ball. Here is the chance for 
you to help make this an outstanding success. A hospital is not for any one 
class of person. It is for You and yours and it would indeed be a very 
foolhardy person who said “It is not for me”. Mrs W Dixon the Hon Sec of 
the auxiliary appeals to you in these words. “We want the new hospital to 
be open free of debt. The Commissioner has asked us to raise 1500 pounds. 
We have been set a big task, but with the co-operation of the people of this 
district, WE WILL SUCCEED”. Sue’s Note: The new hospital was built and 
many locals have worked tirelessly over the years for it. Times have 
changed and it is now a Community Health Centre but there still is a 
wonderful hospital auxiliary working to keep these amenities open.  
 
NO 18.       Thurs. Aug 23rd 1956 
The Bland Rodeo Committee gratefully acknowledge the following 
donations of sashes. Two each from JE McDonald & Co, Clive Hazell, The 
Bland Butchery and the Co-operative Society and one each from Charlie 
Broben, Allan Eames. With two from Stewart Hope this nearly completes 
the list.  
 
This same day in 1956  
Extract from IDLE CHATTER NO. 19             THURS. AUG 30th 1956 
If you don’t “loaf” there is “dough” in dough. Although consumed by envy, I 
congratulate Allan Eames (our baker) on acquiring a nice new utility. Not to 
be outdone I have purchased a new pair of shoes. 
    
          Cheers until next week   Sue Priestley 


